Gluteal abscess causing sciatica in a patient with systemic lupus erythematosus.
Low back pain and sciatica may be caused by pathology remote from disc and lumbosacral vertebral segments. We report on a 59-year-old patient with systemic lupus erythematosis whose history illustrates this point. The patient was evaluated and diagnosed to have a septic arthritis of the wrist and lumbar spinal stenosis, for which she was treated. The patient's failure to respond to therapy led to further evaluation. A massive gluteal abscess was identified and drained, and with appropriate antibiotic therapy, the patient recovered. Patients with lupus have increased likelihood of infection, and their evaluation should include a search to discover unusual locations in cases that are unresponsive to standard and seemingly appropriate therapy.